
humanities organizations to cre-
ate a database for the humanities.
The rationale for a set of “Hu-
manities Indicators,” modeled
after the National Science Foun-
dation’s Science and Engineering
Indicators, was outlined in the Ini-
tiative’s ½rst white paper, Making
the Humanities Count: The Impor-
tance of Data (2002). Two other
data-related reports followed:
Foundation Funding for the Human-
ities: An Overview of Current and
Historical Trends, published in col-
laboration with the Foundation
Center (2004); and Tracking
Changes in the Humanities: Essays
on Finance and Education (2005).

In 2006, the Academy secured
major funding to develop the Hu-
manities Indicators, including
datasets, tables, charts, and in-
terpretive essays; a draft will be
completed later this year. Nor-
man Bradburn (National Opin-
ion Research Council) joined the
Initiative to lead this part of the
project. Drawing on existing data,
the Indicators will provide sta-
tistical measurements on the
health of the humanities in ½ve
areas: 1) Primary and Secondary
Education in the Humanities,
2) Undergraduate and Graduate
Education in the Humanities,
3) Humanities Workforce, 4) Hu-
manities Funding and Research,
and 5) Humanities in American
Life. 

In addition to collecting existing
data on the humanities, the Ini-
tiative has taken steps to collect
new data in areas where statisti-
cal information does not exist.
The Modern Language Associa-
tion, American Historical Asso-
ciation, College Art Association,
Linguistic Society of America,
American Academy of Religion,
American Political Science As-
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At a meeting of the President’s
Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities, held at the Academy
in 1998, leaders of national hu-
manities organizations expressed
concern about a growing lack of
public understanding and sup-
port for the humanities. The
gathering served as the impetus
for establishing the Academy’s
Initiative for Humanities and
Culture to analyze and address
the challenges facing the human-
ities and to articulate their im-
portance in American civic and
cultural life.

As  Leslie Berlowitz, Academy
ceo, has observed, “The human-
ities are crucial to understanding
and interpreting what it means to
be human, but by the late 1990s,
many humanists feared that their
work was becoming marginal-
ized in academia and in society.
The Academy decided to mobi-
lize its resources to examine the
state of the humanities and to
develop resources and policies
that would ensure their strength
and signi½cance in the twenty-
½rst century.”

Ten years later, projects under
the Initiative for Humanities
and Culture have involved
hundreds of participants, led
to unprecedented collabora-
tion with national humani-
ties organizations, sponsored
original research, and result-
ed in groundbreaking efforts
to compile reliable statistical
information about the human-
ities. The Initiative has pro-
duced three white papers and
two published volumes of essays
exploring the evolution of hu-
manities disciplines and insti-
tutions. 

The Academy’s decade-long com-
mitment to the Initiative reflects
a tradition of leadership in ad-
vancing the humanities. Over
the years, it has played a pivotal
role in establishing such impor-
tant humanities institutions as
the American Council of Learned
Societies, the Independent Re-
search Libraries Association, the
National Endowment for the
Humanities, and the Council on
American Overseas Research
Centers. In the mid-1970s, the
Academy was the principal cata-
lyst in the development of the
National Humanities Center in
North Carolina, now regarded
as one of the world’s leading in-
stitutes for advanced study in
humanistic scholarship.

The Initiative for Humanities
and Culture continues to de-
velop the intellectual and mate-
rial resources that will enable the
humanities to thrive. Under the
guidance of cochairs Denis
Donoghue (New York Univer-
sity), Steven Marcus (Columbia
University), Francis Oakley
(Williams College), Patricia
Meyer Spacks (University of
Virginia), and Leslie Berlowitz

(American Academy), it is fo-
cusing on two issues vital to the
health of the humanities: data
collection that will serve as the
basis for effective policy-making
in the humanities and scholar-
ship on the recent history and
current state of the humanities.

Data Collection

When the Initiative was created,
Steven Marcus argued that the
humanities are the only disci-
plines that lack statistical data.
In comparison with the prodi-
gious amount of information
available in science and technol-
ogy, there are no comprehensive,
longitudinal data on the human-
ities. Without knowledge of ba-
sic trends in these disciplines, it
is dif½cult to develop sound poli-
cies for the humanities and to
make a cogent case for funding
them.

With its interdisciplinary mem-
bership and strong convening
power, the Academy took the lead
in organizing a consortium of

A Decade of Study on the Humanities

“Humanists, who in the 1970s
and 1980s, went through ad-
vanced exercises in public
handwringing, are now ready
to make a conscious effort 
to understand not only the
changing nature of their par-
ticular ½elds but also the state
of the humanities in terms of
research, education, and the
larger society. To demon-
strate the value of the human-
ities in our culture, we need
reliable data and informed
analyses; we can no longer
allow prescription to preempt
description.” 

–Francis Oakley

Academy News and Projects
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sociation, the Association of
American Universities, and the
American Council of Learned
Societies have been working
with the Academy to organize a
Humanities Departmental Survey.
Under the direction of Arnita
Jones (American Historical As-
sociation) and John Hammer
(American Academy), it is gath-
ering information on faculty
teaching and research, the tenure
process, distribution of teaching
loads, the number of majors and
minors, and the type of jobs se-
cured by graduates in depart-
ments of history, modern lan-
guages and literature, art history,
linguistics, and religion.

The pilot survey was adminis-
tered during the 2007–2008
academic year to over 1,400 hu-
manities departments at institu-
tions across the country. The
Statistical Research Center of
the American Institute of Physics
is overseeing data management
and collection, with the analysis
and evaluation to be completed
later this year. To date, over 60
percent of the work has been
completed. The long-term goal
is to develop a system of regular
surveys that produces compara-
ble data across academic disci-
plines.

Scholarship on the 
Humanities

In addition to data collection, the
Humanities Initiative has also
developed new scholarship on
the history, content, and direc-
tion of the humanities in Amer-
ica. In 2006, the Academy re-
leased two volumes exploring
the evolution of humanities dis-
ciplines in the twentieth century.
A Dædalus issue, On the Humani-
ties, edited by Patricia Meyer
Spacks, analyzes the changes

that shaped the disci-
plines of law, literary
studies, African Amer-
ican studies, history,
and philosophy. The
second volume, The
Humanities and the Dy-
namics of Inclusion since
World War II, edited
by David A. Hollinger
(University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley) and pub-
lished by Johns Hop-
kins University Press,
features essays on
post–World War II 
social forces that trans-
formed the humanities.

“The Humanities Now,” a Dæda-
lus issue coedited by Patricia
Meyer Spacks and Leslie Berlo-
witz, will be published later this
year; it will focus on the impor-
tance of the humanities in Ameri-
can life and the challenges faced
by humanities disciplines within
and beyond academia. A number
of essays will utilize data being
compiled by the Humanities Indi-
cators and Departmental Survey
projects. 

Humanities Resource 
Center Online

The Academy has created the
Humanities Resource Center Online
to house and disseminate data,
commentary, and publications
produced by the Initiative. The
site will also include a list of se-
lected publications and links to
humanities-related organizations,
associations, higher education
groups, and government agencies.

Funding and Foundation
Support

Throughout its ten-year history,
the Initiative for Humanities and
Culture has received generous
support from numerous donors

and foundations. The Academy
is grateful to the following indi-
viduals and organizations for
supporting its efforts to strength-
en the humanities in academia
and in American life: William
and Flora Hewlett Foundation,
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
Teagle Foundation, Sara Lee
Foundation, Rockefeller Foun-
dation, Walter B. Hewlett, the
William R. Hewlett Revocable
Trust, John P. Birkelund, Elihu
Rose and the Madison Charita-
ble Fund, and the National En-
dowment for the Humanities. 

The Academy is indebted to the
Fellows and Foreign Honorary
Members who over the past dec-
ade have contributed their time,
energy, and expertise to the im-
portant work of this Initiative.
The knowledge and experience
of the professional societies and
humanities organizations that
are working with us on this proj-
ect has been an invaluable re-
source, and the Academy looks
forward to continuing this col-
laboration. 
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Looking Ahead

While the Initiative for Humani-
ties and Culture has contributed
a great deal to advancing the role
and impact of the humanities in
the United States, more work is
still needed. Following the re-
lease of the Humanities Indicators,
the Humanities Resource Center
Online, and the second Dædalus
issue dedicated to the humani-
ties, the existing 77 indicators
will be updated as new data be-
come available.

In March 2009, the Academy will
sponsor a national conference in
Washington, D.C., in conjunction
with the publication of the sec-
ond Dædalus issue.  The meeting
will bring together leaders in the
humanities, representatives of
the learned societies and national
associations, as well as policy-
makers to reflect on and reaf½rm
the importance of the humani-
ties to our society.

Efforts are also underway to de-
velop a national system of ongo-
ing humanities data collection
based on the Humanities Indica-
tors. A second Departmental Sur-
vey is planned for fall 2009, and
the content of the Humanities Re-
source Center Online will continue
to add links and enable users to
go behind the charts to access
data directly. 


